
Digital Signal Part 
of Upgrades That 

Include Power Increase
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For 60 years WKSR Radio has kept 
Giles Countians entertained and 
informed, using the latest in tech-
nological advancements to provide 
the best quality possible.

Today, WKSR is carrying on that 
tradition with the announcement 
of HD Radio in Giles County plus 
a power increase for its 98.3 FM 
signal.

The changes 
mean signifi cant 
possibilities for 
the delivery of 
information and 
entertainment 
on the radio in 
and around Giles 
County, accord-
ing WKSR Sta-
t ion Manager 
Ronnie Rose.

Just as impor-
tant, Rose said, is 
that Giles Coun-
tians can rely on 
the same quality 
of programming 
that they have 
come to expect 
from WKSR but 
through an en-
hanced delivery 
system.

“HD Radio is 
the most revo-
lutionary change in our industry 
since the introduction of FM 40 
years ago,” Rose said. “It’s combina-
tion of radically improved sound 
quality, advanced digital services 
and radio’s unmatched local market 
coverage will provide consumers 
with expanded choices for custom-
izing their radio experience. And the 
best part is there are no subscription 

fees with HD Radio. It’s 
a package that you just 
can’t beat.”

HD Radio is a digital signal that 
“piggybacks” on the traditional 
WKSR 98.3 FM signal.

The average listener, according 
to Rose, will be able to pick up the 
local stations on the regular analog 
radios they have used in the past. 
However, listeners who have HD 
Radio receivers will have access to 
expanded services that can only be 
accessed on the digital signal.

Some of the services listeners will 
have access to immediately are CD-
quality sound, digital messaging 
that can provide artist names and 
song titles, weather information 
and more.

“A lot of times people call to 
fi nd out who is singing a song we 
are playing on the air,” Rose noted. 
“Now they can just look at the digi-
tal message on the faceplate. This 
also gives WKSR the ability to put 
weather information and emergency 
announcements onto the digital 
message on the face plate.”

Another advantage that Rose 

said he 
believes 

will be very important to listeners 
in rural areas of the county is that 
WKSR AM 1420’s signal will also 
be “piggybacking” on the digital 
signal.

What that means is listeners 
with HD Radio receivers will be 
able to pick up WKSR AM 1420 at 
times when the station usually can 
only be heard in limited areas due 
to required decreases in power at 
night.

Listeners will still be able to hear 
WKSR 1420 on their AM/FM radios 
as they have in the past, Rose said. 
The AM signal will not be broadcast 
in HD, he added, but one of the 
channels made available on the FM 

signal through 
the use of digi-
tal broadcasting 
will be designat-
ed for AM 1420 
programming.

“What those 
with HD Radio 
receivers will 
notice about the 
AM 1420 pro-
gramming they 
will receive is 
that what they 
are hearing will 
be FM quality,” 
Rose said. “Of 
course, this will 
also be ben-
efi cial for sport-
ing events that 
we broadcast 
because some-
one outside the 
Pulaski city lim-
its who could 

not receive the broadcast of a GCHS 
or Richland ball game at night on 
the AM will now be able to hear 
those games with an HD Radio 
receiver.”

Rose said that HD Radio receiv-
ers are currently available in Giles 
County at Wal-Mart and Radio 
Shack. He said efforts are underway 
to make the receiver available at Please see RADIO, Page A4

Please see MEMORIAL, Page A4
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other local businesses.
The receivers, he said, range 

in price with some selling for 
less than $100.

For automobiles, HD Radio 
converters are also available. 
Rose said they are much like the 
FM converters that came out in 
the early 1970s.

“When I started in radio in 
1974 there was no such thing 
as digital anything,” Rose said. 
“We still read a lot of our com-
mercials live on the air. We 
eventually moved to putting 
our commercials on tapes.

“We are now basically a tape-
free environment in the studio,” 

he continued. “A lot of the 
information and music we play 
is delivered to us through the 
Internet, including some of 
our commercials. There is so 
much available on the Internet 
and digital broadcasting has so 

‘This Is an American Hero:’ Memorial Day Speaker 
Sheila Holden
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The 97 small fl ags stretched 
from one end of the ceremonial 
table to the other reminded the 
crowd of the purpose for the Me-
morial Day service at Sharewood 
Park Amphitheater yesterday 
(Monday), 

Each fl ag represented the 97 
deceased Giles County veterans, 
who have died since last year’s 
Memorial Day. As each name was 
read by Giles County Executive 
Janet Vanzant, the flags were 
placed in individual table stands 
by Max Trotter, commander of 
VFW Post 4577, and Bill Henshil-
wood, commander of American 
Legion Post 60.

A new element to this year’s 
service was the presentation of 
the Riderless Horse, led by Sgt. 
John Harris of the 633rd Engineer 
Company of Army Reserves out 
of Decatur, Ala. The single, rider-
less hors, with boots reversed in 
the stirrups, follows the caisson 
carrying the casket in a funeral 
procession. This tradition has 
become to symbolize a warrior 
who will ride no more.   

Guest speaker, Giles County 
Veterans Service Offi cer Kevin 
Horan, described who the 97 
deceased men and women rep-
resented.

“They came from small towns 
like Pulaski, Elkton, Minor Hill, 
Prospect, Ardmore and Lynnville. 
They came from large cities like 
New York, Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Ft. Lauderdale and Bucksport, 
Maine.

“They grew up in city streets, 
full of traffi c, learning how to 
play ball between bursts of cars 
and trucks. They grew up on 
farms, feeding the stock, hoeing 
and weeding and doing their 
daily chores.

“They were the class clowns, 
the student body president, the 
person who lived next door, just 

down the road or across town. 
They were someone who gradu-
ated with you, the year before 
you or the year after you.

“They could have been re-
lated to you — a grandfather, a 
grandmother, a father, a mother, 
an uncle, an aunt, a cousin, a 
brother or a friend.

“You grew up together playing, 
praying, laughing and crying 
together. You sweated together, 

you told jokes and, in general, 
just grew up together.”

Horan was speaking of the 
boys and girls who grew to be the 
men and women, past and pres-
ent, of the United States Armed 
Forces. He spoke of World War 
I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Grenada, Bosnia, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq — or anywhere the 
Colors of the American f lag 
have been called to defend the 

oppressed.
“No matter what branch of the 

service you entered, your chest 
swelled and you felt as though 
you didn’t need any help; you 
would end your particular war 
single handed,” Horan said. 
“Once you entered your particu-
lar theater of operation or your 
war zone, you got smacked full in 
the face with, ‘this is bigger than 
I thought it would be.’

“Then you began thinking, 
“How am I going to survive 
this?”

Horan also defi ned the word 
“hero,” as he sees it, saying the 
word is used too frequently for 
it to mean what it did to the 
older generations. He listed 
movie heroes who never came 
close in real life to what they 
portray on screen. However, he 
mentioned Audie Murphy, the 
most decorated soldier of WWII 
and winner of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, among others, 
who were all heroes.

“As was the Navy cook deep in 
the bowels of a U.S. Navy war-
ship at Pearl Harbor who fought 
his way up to a machine gun 
turret to help his shipmates fi ght 
off the Japanese aircraft, not 
knowing if his brother, who was 
trapped below deck, was alive or 
dead,” he said.

As was “the soldier in Korea 
at the Cho San Reservoir whose 
toes and feet were black from 
frost bite, who charged a heav-
ily fortifi ed machine gun nest 
to save others in his unit who 
were frozen by either weather 
or fear.

As was “the Marines who were 
trapped at Khe San, Vietnam, 
for over thee months, who were 
pinned down by mortar and 
sniper fi re. They had to crawl 
across the compound just for a 
drink of water — until the water 
ran out. And I’m not going to 

—STAFF PHOTO BY SHEILA HOLDEN
Placing small fl ags on the ceremonial table in honor of Giles County 
deceased veterans are Max Trotter, commander of VFW Post 4577, and 
Bill Henshilwood, commander of American Legion Post 60.
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“Thank you for the chance 
to become someone,” Antonio 
Gerald Smith, a Giles County 
High School student, wrote 
recently.

“By attending the Technol-
ogy Center at Pulaski, I will 
be able to receive an education 
and still be able to care for my 
mother,” Allan Snider, another 
GCHS student, wrote.

Smith and Snider recently 
were named recipients of the 
A.C.E. (Accepting the Chal-
lenge of Education) Award 
from the Pulaski Exchange 
Club.

This is the second year the 
club has given the awards, 
which are intended for stu-
dents who have overcome 
physical, emotional or social 
obstacles to graduate from 
high school.

Both students will receive a 
scholarship from the Pulaski 
Exchange Club.

Smith and Snider wrote es-
says that were reviewed by a 
committee of Exchange Club 
members. Both students read 
the essays at a club meeting.

Pam Arnell is chairman of 
the Exchange Club’s A.C.E. 
Committee.

Smith, who takes special 
classes at GCHS, hopes to go to 
a trade school to become either 
a chef or a barber.

“I enjoy cooking and eat-
ing,” he wrote. “At home I love 
to cook for my family.”

If he cannot open a restau-
rant, Smith, the son of Vickie 
Tucker, wrote that he would 
like to cut hair.

“I like looking nice and mak-
ing other people look good and 
feel better about themselves,” 

he wrote.
Snider, the son of Rita Hester, 

enrolled in a Dual Enrollment/
Dual Credit Program between 
GCHS and the Tennessee Tech-
nology Center.

“The best part about the 
Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit 
Program is that tuition and 
fees are not charged to the 
high school student because 
the Tennessee Dual Enrollment 
Grant was used to cover my 
tuition and fees,” he wrote.

“I was one of the fi rst stu-
dents to take advantage of 
such an awesome opportunity 
because I would not have had 
the money to attend without 
the grant.”

Snider, who has studied 
industrial electricity and weld-
ing, plans to continue studying 
welding as an adult student 
and eventually work in that 
fi eld.

When he attends adult edu-
cation classes, Snider will need 
to pay his fees, which will not 
be covered by the grant.

“I always enjoyed work-
ing with my hands and have 
developed a keen interest in 
becoming a certifi ed welder,” 
he wrote. “I have learned so 
much and have really enjoyed 
learning all the different weld-
ing processes that are available 
to me.”  

Smith also is grateful for the 
fi nancial help afforded though 
the scholarship.

“If I win the scholarship it 
would be a big help to me and 
my family,” he said. “I would 
study hard and make everyone 
proud of me.”

“The world needs leaders, so 
be a leader,” Bill Blair, presi-
dent of the Pulaski Exchange 
Club, said as he congratulated 
the youths.

GCHS Students Welcome the 
Challenge of A.C.E. Award

—STAFF PHOTO BY SCOTT STEWART
WKSR Station Manager Ronnie Rose checks out the new equipment 
at the station’s transmitter site. Part of the upgrades at WKSR is HD 
Radio, which offers a wide range of enhanced digital services to Giles and 
surrounding counties. 

—STAFF PHOTO BY SCOTT STEWART
The WKSR 98.3 FM tower has moved west and will soon be transmitting full-time at 25,000 watts. 
The power increase expands WKSR’s coverage area, and other upgrades have been made to enhance 
the services the station provides.
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Giles County General Sessions Court Docket
Giles County General Ses-

sions Misdemeanor/Felony 
Court Trial Docket for May 
17, 2007.

Lakisha Kijuane Abernathy; 
violation of probation; dismissed 
on payment of court costs.

Brandon Brymer; theft; 
amended to misdemeanor theft 
by motion of the state, sentenced 
to 11 months 29 days (suspended to 
23 days with credit for time served), 
placed on 11 months 29 days proba-
tion, ordered to pay restitution and 
court costs.

Dorothy Ruth Covey; driving 
while license revoked, non-compli-
ance with fi nancial responsibility 
law; pled guilty, sentencing hearing 
set for June 21, 2007.

Elizabeth Crook; assault; dis-
missed by motion of the defendant, 
unable to locate alleged victim.

Christopher Alan Daniels; 
violation of registration, improper 
passing; violation of registration 
not prosecuted by motion of the 
state. Improper passing not pros-
ecuted by motion of the state on 
payment of court costs.

Jessie Eldon Darnell; second 
offense driving on revoked license, 
violation of probation; for second 
offense driving on revoked license, 
waived preliminary hearing, bound 
over to grand jury. For violation of 
probation, found guilty, probation 
revoked, ordered to serve 45 days, 
ordered to pay court costs.

Gary Dewayne Eells; driv-
ing while license suspended; pled 
guilty, sentencing hearing set for 
June 21, 2007.

Joseph James Ehrhardt; driv-
ing while license revoked; amended 
to no driver’s license in possession 
by motion of the state, ordered to 
pay $25 plus court costs.

John K. Evans; allowing dogs 

to run at large; not prosecuted by 
motion of the state on payment of 
litigation taxes.

Larry W. Farris; domestic 
violence-assault; reset for July 19, 
2007.

Perry David Green; violation 
of probation; pled guilty, probation 
revoked, ordered to serve 39 days 
with credit for time served, proba-
tion then reinstated, ordered to pay 
court costs.

Tonya C. Holt; violation of pro-
bation; reset for June 7, 2007.

Travis Dewayne Howard; 
violation of probation; pled guilty, 
probation revoked, ordered to 
serve 60 days with credit for time 
served, probation then reinstated 
and extended 11 months 29 days, 
ordered to pay court costs.

Steven D. Lane; fi rst offense 
DUI, violation of open container; 
waived preliminary hearing, bound 
over to grand jury.

Sandra Luna; theft-felony; 
reset for June 7, 2007.

Arturo Martinez; theft-felony, 
driving without a license; reset for 
June 7, 2007.

Aaron McClure; stalking; 
best interest plea; sentenced to 11 
months 29 days (suspended to 48 
hours with credit for time served), 
placed on 11 months 29 days pro-
bation, issued no contact order, 
ordered to pay court costs.

Rodney Travis Means; driving 
while license suspended; failed to 
appear in court.

Kimberly Osborne; forgery; 
amended to passing a worthless 
check by motion of the state, 
sentenced to 11 months 29 days 
(suspended), placed on 11 months 
29 days probation, ordered to pay 
restitution and court costs.

Ricky Gene Palmer Jr.; pub-
lic intoxication; sentenced to 30 

days (suspended to four days with 
credit for time served), placed on 
30 days probation, ordered to pay 
court costs.

Claudia Perez; theft-felony; 
reset for June 7, 2007.

Alicia R. Quillen; domestic 
violence-assault; order deferring 
proceedings 11 months 29 days.

Royce Glenn Richardson; 
vandalism, criminal trespassing, 
theft; for criminal trespassing, 
sentenced to 30 days (suspended), 
placed on 30 days probation, is-
sued no contact order, ordered to 
pay restitution and court costs. All 
remaining charges not prosecuted 
by motion of the state. 

Adrian Lopez Savate; theft-
felony; reset for June 7, 2007.

Sabrina Kay Simpkins; driv-
ing while license suspended, non-
compliance with financial re-
sponsibility law, violation of light 
law; for driving while license sus-
pended, sentenced to six months 
(suspended), placed on six months 
probation, ordered to pay $25 plus 
court costs. For non-compliance 
with fi nancial responsibility law, 
ordered to pay $50 plus court costs. 
Theft charge not prosecuted by 
motion of the state.

William Smith; public in-
toxication; ordered to pay $25 plus 
court costs.

Michael E. Andrews; reckless 
driving, leaving the scene of an ac-
cident; waived preliminary hearing, 
bound over to grand jury.

Jimmy Dean Ashworth; vio-
lation of probation; pled guilty, 

probation revoked, ordered to 
serve 30 days with credit for time 
served, probation then reinstated 
and extended 11 months 29 days, 
ordered to pay court costs.

Stanley Birdsong Jr.; violation 
of probation, domestic violence-
assault, driving while license sus-
pended; for violation of probation, 
pled guilty, probation revoked, 
ordered to served 90 days, ordered 
to pay court costs. For domestic 
violence-assault, best interest plea, 
sentenced to 11 months 29 days 
(suspended), placed on 11 months 
29 days probation. For driving 
while license suspended, sentenced 
to 11 months 29 days (suspended), 
placed on 11 months 29 days proba-
tion, ordered to pay court costs.

Jonathan Kyle Brown; un-
derage consumption of alcohol, 
public intoxication, resisting ar-
rest; for underage consumption of 
alcohol, sentenced to 11 months 29 
days (suspended to 20 days with 
credit for time served), placed on 
11 months 29 days probation, or-
dered to pay $50 plus court costs. 
For public intoxication, sentenced 
to 30 days (suspended to 20 days 
with credit for time served), placed 
on 30 days probation, ordered to 
pay $25 plus litigation taxes. For 
resisting arrest, sentenced to six 
months (suspended to 20 days with 
credit for time served), placed on 
six months probation, ordered to 
pay $25 plus court costs.

The remainder of the docket  
for May 17, 2007 will appear in 
a future issue.
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much potential, it is truly mind 
boggling.”

Bringing HD Radio to WKSR 
was part of an overall upgrade of 
the station’s FM transmitter that 
included a power increase.

Rose said that Pulaski Broadcast-
ing was approached by a station in 
Scottsboro, Ala., which also trans-
mits on the 98.3 FM frequency, 
concerning a power increase.

For the power increase to be 
possible, the transmission towers 
of each station had to be moved 
further apart. The station in Ala-
bama moved their tower to the 
east and WKSR FM’s tower was 
moved to the west.

With the FCC’s approval, the 
construction on WKSR’s new FM 
transmitter site began late last 
year. An application to use the 
new transmitter was fi led with 
the FCC in April. Rose said the 
authority to transmit from the 
new site full-time is expected 
any day.

It was during this process that 
discussions began concerning 
HD Radio.

“Knowing that HD Radio is on 
the edge of the new frontier in 
radio, if we were going to build 
a new transmitter site and we 

were going to have to go to HD 
eventually anyway, it seemed the 
best thing to do was to go ahead 
and bite the bullet now and install 
the HD equipment.”

But, HD Radio was not the only 
upgrade that came from the new 
transmitter. When the new site 
is approved, WKSR 98.3 FM will 
transmit a signal that Rose said 
will expand the station’s coverage 
signifi cantly.

“WKSR has gone up in clas-
sification with the FCC as far 
as power rating is concerned to 
a C-3, which is a 25,000 watt 
signal,” Rose said. “The coverage 
area for the FM has increased 
and will include Giles, Lawrence, 
Wayne, Lewis and parts of Maury, 
Marshall and Lincoln counties 
in Tennessee as well as Lauder-
dale and Limestone counties in 
Alabama.

“We have no immediate plans 
to change any of our program-
ming or the focus of our coverage 
to the community,” he added. 
“We do have to keep in mind that 
this now gives us a much larger 
community to cover.”

The moving of the WKSR 98.3 
FM tower has created a problem 
for some listeners, Rose said.

“Because the tower has been 
moved to the west several miles, 

it has changed the direction in 
which the signal comes into some 
parts of the county and the result 
is that some people will have diffi -
culty picking up the signal with a 
traditional radio and will require 
a radio with an antenna that pulls 
out from it,” he explained. “If 
there is a hill between the radio 
and transmitter site, it could 
create problems for the listener. 
Anybody having problems, we 
will be glad to talk to them and 
offer some suggestions.

“During the last several months 
as we have been installing the new 
transmitter and tweaking it, there 
have been some inconveniences to 
our listeners as we have changed 
from one transmitter site to the 
other,” he continued. “We are 
sorry for those inconveniences. It 
is one of the drawbacks of updat-
ing an existing FM signal. We 
have to turn one transmitter off 
and the other on because the two 
signals would have cancelled each 
other out.”

Rose said the upgrades for 
WKSR are the continuation of 
Pulaski Broadcasting’s com-
mitment to providing quality 
information and entertainment 
to its listeners.

“Mr. Lake has always been 
someone who wanted to provide 

the best delivery system for the 
radio station from an equip-
ment standpoint,” Rose noted. 
“He has been the driving force 
behind us going forward with 
this project.”

The completion of the project 
has been due to the help of sev-
eral people, according to Rose.

“Chad Pylant and Landon 
Jones from iGiles.net have been a 
lot of help in this project because 
so much of the new equipment 
we are using is basically com-
puters and involves computer 
networking,” he said. “WKSR 
Engineer Don Roden has played 
an integral part in the installa-
tion and setting up of the new 
equipment.”

The more than three years that 
have gone into the upgrades will 
be well worth the effort in terms 
of the benefi ts to Giles County, 
according to Rose.

“This is a major investment 
in Giles County radio and is 
something that I think will have 
long-term benefi ts to the com-
munity,” he said. “The future is 
wide open as far as the possibili-
ties in digital broadcasting. Now, 
as always, need is the mother of 
invention. As needs arise, some-
thing will be invented to meet 
that need in digital radio.”

WKSR Bringing  HD Radio to Giles County

forget the 1st Army Calvary unit 
that helped those Marines break 
out of Khe San.

Horan lists one of those Ma-
rines who were trapped at Khe 
San and one of those soldiers 
from the Army Calvary unit that 
helped free them as his friends 
today. 

“Both are citizens of Giles 
County and walk among us 
everyday.”

“We can’t forget Bosnia, 
Grenada, Afghanistan, the 
Gulf  War veterans or  our 
brave men and women in Iraq 

today,” he continued.
Horan commended the men 

and women who served during 
peacetime as well.

“They had their own way of 
being silent heroes,” he said.

Horan asked where are the 
honor and glory today?

“The cowardly Iraqians and 
terrorists we are at war with pre-
fer to detonate roadside bombs 
or drive car bombs into crowded 
areas. Where is the honor and 
glory in this? There is none. 

“Yet, our troops press on. They 
fi nish their tours of duty, come 
home and almost immediately 
volunteer to be re-deployed back 

to the combat zone. This is an 
American hero!”

In closing, Horan left with two 
thoughts.

“If you can read a patriotic 
poster, thank a teacher. But if 
you can read that same poster in 
English, thank a veteran.”

He told the families of the 
deceased veterans that his heart 
grieves with them.

“But I know you will all be 
reunited one day. Keep the faith 
and remember, you are not 
alone. Every veteran is with you. 
We are all family.

Horan ended by inviting ev-
eryone to join him in saying, 

“God bless the United States 
of America and Giles County” 
— which the crowd attending 
Monday’s ceremony did. 

Harvey McClain of the Giles 
Count y Veterans A lliance, 
presided over the Memorial 
Day service, which included 
representatives of veterans ser-
vice organizational presenting 
their fl ags, opening prayer by 
Jake Pedigo, the Pledge of Al-
legiance led by James Malone, 
the history of Memorida Day by 
Charles Chapman and songs by 
Angela Putman and Leon Holt, 
who also played “Taps” at the 
end of the service. 

‘This Is an American Hero:’ Memorial Day Speaker 


